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OHH Project Ho. "Bloc Agriculture Failures" 

!• Goneral . 

equested by outlined boXov ar« examples of Coaiaunlst admissions of 

failure* in agriculture. The failure,, include those due to natural causes « well 
as those which night be blaned on the ppta? administration and management of the 
various Communist regimes. ft. laforn^ presented has been United to the period 
raid-1953 to Kerch 19ft, although nub t&tij exists prior to 1953. 

/:• W>? : ■ * 

Beoauae this was to be an exploratory: study, infomation pertaining to ovary 
level, national, provincial, and local, is shown. beUevee that information 

from the local level is oftentimes more accurate than that from the national level 
since observations which can be easily mads the local populace act as a check on 
statements by local administrators. On the national level, severity of difficulties can 
be minimised or camouflaged. Indireot|g|ssion of failure ehould also be considered. 

v.jv'vXv! '• 

For example, results reported one yearjgbo extremely favorable when compared to the 
previous year. Sometimes no direct admission of shortages is mads, but the situation 
is explained by saying that the supply ia*Ot equal to the increased daman! brought 
about by a rise in living standards under the Ocnraunist rule. 


Bxaaplea are presented by each major ^area of the Bloo. It will be noted that the 
primary sources of most of the data given are Bloo publications, newspapers and magazines, 

which are unclassified, and radio breasts, which are also unclassified, or occasionally, 
for affioial use only. :k ;V 
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«. (national level) Decree by «>a! Committee CPSO, -Ob Measures to Further 
the Development of Soviet Agriculture. *1^00, SHIS Daily, BBSS, 1U September;: 


1953, Beetrioted. 
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Nua.ro us .U,U™ of rotor,. to tovtot .grtoultur. « glv.b to this d.or.., 
oowrtos various ...tor. to to. .grtoultdr.1 , udt „ u.o.too. toduslr,, 

potato and vegetable growing and oo on, 

dov.lopm.ot or etookbreadtog to to . psrU.utorly u»ror t uo.to v w ... 

“*■' ° f ^ ° 0UO ^ “ P . t » “» h. «* r.oto.d a, prsvur tov.1 

* 3.5 «nitoo hood, tod ooqpurod Vito 1988 to, daor..„d by 8.9 tolUm tosd... 

Productivity bf „«!. to 1», to.,.. to* ..gtto pto... to. dtoto... to. r.ddor to,. 
Pto stool br..dtog to ooltobtlv. ton. to ...fly «tod, ttor. to 11«1. .Odd toy, 
silage, root r.ddor, odd pototo.s. StoUto Colli.!.. ror o.ttl. to. uto.tl.r.otory. 

■*" ” rl °” U “ * « ?«*“»* tod vog.tabla. to . groat dr.to.ob 

in development of agriculture. \ 

«0b .toy .tot. ram. a, btov-t df prop, tod to. produotlvlty or Uv..,ool, 
lo». tod tob.gtoto.t_to tol.r.tad, ttor. to toproduotlv. top„ditur. ..... 

expenditure of money and materials, and production ocete are vexy high. 

"Owing to untimely and poor tending of grain, oil-bearing, collective end state 
farms lose a great deal of agricultural production. « 

t. <toti,tol l.vtt) Kbnnbbb.v.|„p. r t .. to. pl.btoy ,.„d„ * tt . ^ tra 
Cbtoitto. or to. cpsu, ... to. forth., lbor.to. to to. proddotibb « ^ to to. otobtty 
tod „ to. ..oUtotito .r vtogto ..d to!, tod, ms pgup, S2 ^ 15ftj 

Official Use Only. 

”71ax cultivation is in an intolerable state of affairs, m* area under flax 
cultivation on collective farms has slumped by 1/3 during the past 3 years, its yields, 
and particularly the marketable yield o|fla* fiber and seeds, continue to remain 

•~>gly low. Ihe material iaoentivesfor flax seeds have proved to be ineffective. 
"Ifae cost of state farm production is etiU vexy high." 
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o. (National level) Decree of Central Committee of CPSU, "on Results of Spring 
Sowing, Tending of Grope, Harvest Preparations and on Ensuring Fulfillment of the 
Plan of Agricultural Produce Procurement*, in 1951*." Current Digest of the Soviet 
Press, 11 August 1951*, Unclassified. 

“The struggle against agricultural crop pests and diseases is organised extremely 
unsatisfactorily, as a consequence of which the spread of agricultural crop pest, and 
diseases has increased during recent year,, in a number of areas. One of the basic 

reason for such a situation is the completely inadequate supplying of agriculture 
with insecticides." 

d. Khrushchevs report at Plenum of Central Committee 0P8U. rai3 Daily, 

USSR, 7 February 19$$. 

(National level) “As a result of protracted grain harvesting period up to 1/1* 
of the harvest on collective and etate farms is being lost. In some oases these 

•J 

losses amount to even more than 2$ percent." 

(Oblast level) "In Krasnodar Krai (with favorable conditions for livestock 
treading) the productivity of cows is exceptionally low and amounted, last year, to 
1,290 kilograms against 1,530 kilogram* In 191*0 and 1 , 1*1*2 kilograms of milk in 1953 . 

1*8 1951* plan for milk procurement and purchase was fulfilled only by ?J* poroont. 

"In Kostroma Oblast the number of cow. increased by 20 percent in comparison with 
3-91*9 but the production of milk dooreased by 10 percent." 

(Looal level) "Oolleotive farms in Shkiryatovsky raicrn in Tula Oblast receive 
from one egg-laying hen 6 to 16 eggs per year on the average. In the raion as a 
whole 31*0 eggs are being produced 100 hectares, in other words 3 eggs per 

hectare. Each egg here is not an ordinary, but a golden one." 
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Pl “' *“ "■ *«* - -I «Uppln,. p„ ..... 

d "“'”" d ln ” U ‘“ 1M r ““ * «W .ku. u .. >ltt W3 .. 

3. China . 

(National lota) Itoport on «^>fk or tt . smrmM ^ a „ EM<1> 

Pr “ 1 ‘ r ” f ^“ bU » “ « *- •***» « -.tin, or tk. rir.t 

oasoloa or tk. N.Uon* Po.pl... ^ , PM6 ^ ^ 

28 September 19?lt, Off io 1,1 o,. Only. 

rouffh this rather lengthy apeooh are reference, to difficulties being 
onoountorod 1. «itk tk. riood. lo tk. r«,tt. „d ka .1 Mv „ ^ 

piano, igricultarol pnodootlo. 

is admittod to bo “backward," and “beoaute the «nr» . 

o«oau»* the acreage under cultivation is .till net 

large enough, fag peasant. Still live at a rather low level." 

U Natl ° nal 1STO1) *“ -H^»t at the September 23 meeting of the first 

soseion of the First Kational Peop i., 0 |^. a , 8ouro „ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

28 September 1951, Official Uae Only. 
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“ ltt P1 "' WOrld "" 11 *« *» tkot skortagoo k, 

ttat, -it 1, «!<««. ttot tk. no^on .apply d.„ M rai.d to b.l™„ „ 

k.o.«t. or «, tattoo In ouppip, k..„.. tn. ^ to „„ ed dUU ^ ^ 

tk. H..vy weport. or «ra», ».t, oU-k.Mn s orop. ... a.r m d.d u 


nooess&jy Tor industrialization, and it ia adaittod that M ths rationing of flour, 

and odihlo oil is not supported by all the; people . n 
o. (national level) Source 4 

* Den Kin Dlh Pao editorial January Ig on spring plowing 
said peaaent production morale f not gory steady,* misgivings on part of peasants must 
be dispelled. Autumn plowing, oolleottoaxpT fertilizer not well done. In aalaaity 
and other areas, working cattle slaughtered. Fall planting of wheat end rape seed 
delayed by late auaznar crop harvests . n Unclassified. 

Official Use Only* Comment] Sprjpp( ^planting oomaants moat peasimlatio since 
CHICOX regime established. Regional papers state spma peasants entering agricultural 

producer cooperatives prefer sell oattle instead of investing them in oo-op 

,• d. (Provincial level) Source] State, Review of hong Kong Chinese Proaa, 2h horob 
195k, U. “Edible Oil Shortage in Cantohv (fcung Shang Jlh Pao, pro^ationalis t, Haroh 
2h, 195k). Dispatch frosi ;: &1ft6n. The ObJ^ae Communists have ul a orily buying 

up the peanut crops in Kvangiung for export to Russia for some time. As a result, there 
is an acute shortage of peanut oil, which is tfao principal form of edible oil in Kvangtung. 11 
Article goes on to state that shipment#^ from othar areas wore too small to meet require- 
manta. 2he ration of peanut oil has, therefore, bean further reduced in all parts of 
Kvangtung except Canton, where the Communists want to put up a false front for the 
benefit of overeaas Chinese In Bong Ko^ l^ Haoao. 

«. (Loo«l Xoval) Source* Stata^i-^j^Uw of Hons Kong Ohlnaao Pr#aa, 2$ February: 155u, 

• ^ ... :'$m. 

Unclassified. »Faaina in^o^th- Kv 4 mgti^|| Hsing Too Jih Pao, pro^tdlonalist, February 25, 

• " 

l?5k). (Dispatch from 8hiukwan) ThewKiSri serioup signs of f amin e in aevoral haien 

■ - ■ 

in northern Xvangtung, including Kukongj lingtek, Yungyun, Ghingyun, and Yanfa. It is 
estimated that at least U0,000 peasants in Kukong, Ylngtak, Yungyun, and Chingyun are 

— -SEGBEf 


"living era subsidiary food or on wild plants. Hundreds of thorn have died of starvation 
or food poisoning. This foot was admitted recently in tho Communist 'North Kwangtung 
Hung Min Pao' (Poaoants 1 Journal). The paper said that in Daoeaber laet your, about 
900 poaaanta died of dysentery or malaria in soma northern Kwangtung areas ao a result 


of feeding on a diet of wild vegetation.*' 
f. (National level) Source j 


V %:$¥■. 

" December 10 Jen Hlrt- : Jih Pao in cowaanting on 195U Phina grain 
production montionod planned target aoybogn production fulfilled by 90 percent, 97 

percent of 1953 « 

% 

Comment: mis is first indication QQJiCEN has noted of ooybean crop loss than 19?3. 

Soybeans have been most important OHIC^Stoport ocamoditye 
(Local level) Source i 


“Svcet-potato crops floodod — Boiplbg,v- J on-atln Jlh-pao, h January 1955 * Booguco of 
rain and snow, sweet-potato oropa in ac^Ereaa have been flooded, resulting in broken 
vines, rotting, and frooBirtfc^ statistics of 18 •h*i*ns and ohihs in 

tho Kau-chiang, Hsln-yang, Nan-yang, and’ ;Shan£-oh » iu special a dnird stratlvc districts 
oT Bonon, 75,150 plants have boon floo^d.;#nd 7,657 broken# 11 Report goes on to raontlan 
daauge in other areas* 

h. (Rational levsl) Source i 

■•xOi. s ‘V • 

“Ministry of Food Urges Wages Frotifation of Orain— Peiping, Jen-etln Jlh-pao, U 

;|| 

January 19j>£ . The Ministry of Food hsatff&iusd « dirootive to grain departments on all 

■ 

■>ipR 

1*V91> uning the roduoticn of moia ture ;cjgfi|ent and tho extermination of harmful insects 

Jj}|, 

in stored grains.’' Mention is also made tho shortage of granaries and warehouses, 

.'iV.v 

the lack of warehouses, the lack of expspihnoe in the storing of grain, and it is 


stated that “during 1 95k, in some are as^ new grain infested with inseots.waa put into 
groniri^i, often resulting in severe dasug^ to old grain, “ Extra m vigilance la to 


b. eroortoed • w in.t to. P«iMU«,. of .tort**, >nd 

burning grain. 1 ’ 


ib (Provincial level) Source, 


“Oil production to be increased in Chakiane— Tiontjii « ~ v 
.. . wwiaeng— Tientsin, Ta Sung p ao , 27 Anf ,, L , t 10t?l , 

** **“• ““I*- .«n «o to* « p .. 

d '"“ *“ *>» bl-tos uvtoj ^n, a. p . opl „.. 

J* (National level) Source i 

'" U1 T st * u tea. m-b.o. j, iaag. 122 a 

dt to. -Wto-toto * to. vito to. to., Htoto to .toll 

auoh disparity in results on the variouri far™* 

tae varioaff .Xattw, and numerous weaknesses in management 

and production Methods." 

h. (Local level) Source 1 

at 

“"^tototow, swtito o|>v wd-iitototo, r. a 

tototo. pvvtoto to. toto**.' ||„ purlin, station to. toon... r„ £ 
knadliag animla it buy** 

”* *° **• *§jf*«* *«■*«« «**. to to. health « 

**. "*** “ ““ §f| ** 6 — * « «». .»» P«««t 

* *“ h °“ * «• «»te|;fe.d 'roduoto .taw * vatu 

*> toed, frm 1 t. Id Juno, an toflp«a..’.bt: 81.2 pa.-cut y.r. unti, tor food, And on 

* ”“ h " 1 #iNM. p-«* dfto.1*. .laugh to red to. 

north slAudhtorhoudo «, dto.to.d und fgdw. Ml to. b*. „. dto.on.d, . 


European Satellite a . 
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a. (Mational level) Source, . ' Daily, Eastern Europe, 8 Kerch \ 9 $k 


anolassifiod. 
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M Gn aoaount of unfavorable weather in the autumn and winter, the autumn-sown or ope 

have suffered much damage* Moreover, some of oropa sown last autumn were put in the 

soil after unsuitable primary orops.“ (Hungary) 

b. (national level) Source i FBIS Doily, Extern Europe, 1 September 19$k, 

Official Use Only. “The yield of wheat and rye is not, however, satisfactory* It is 

no higher than the average for many years** (Hungary) 

o. (National lovol) Resoliion of the Central Committee of the Hungarian Workers 

Party. Sources , ?BIS Daily, Eastern Europe, 26 October 19$h, Unclassified. 

Several references to agriculture, including the followings “Agricultural 
* 

production fail® to live up to requiremanta. Particularly backward ia too situation a* 
regards the crop yields of broad grain* and the development of the breeding of horned 
oattle." 

d. (National level) Comment by Stabad Hep on the Koport of the Central Statistical 

ai ' V V* / ’-f 

Office of Hungary on fulfillment of the 1951s National Econoaio Plan. Sources FBIS 
Daily, Eastern Europe, 31 January 19$£, Unclassified. 

Iho editorial notes that “the collection of agricultural produce is not proceeding 
satisfactorily, and that tHere is a considerable slackness in dis’oiipiiiiQ In connection 
with deliveries. Agriculture did not fulfill the produce-collection plan ooiaplutalyj 
there was a lag in the fulfillment of the wine-collection plan, too. M The editorial 
adds that “the latest figures for January show that deliveries of pig quotas are also 
proceeding slowly....” 

e, (National level) Address by Z^Apn How&k, before the Seoond Plenum of the PZPB 
Central Committee at the July 2-3, 195U mooting in Warsaw. 8ourcas State, Warsaw 
Dispatch #13, .9 July I9$h, Unclassified. 
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"Novak .oubdly ««.l.od ffolUtf P„t, for r . Uu , l0 tt< 

5 ^»«o. .nd control of tt0 p„ bl „ 0 r lnc „„ Ing mw >nd ror h „ ln# pmltt>d 

the farmers to tall to fulfill their livestock and milk delivery plans during the first 
ml " ”* ‘ U ’ “* “ 1S ° “* »*°»lb, .fUon, 1„ ,. u ^ 

to «*».. full, »lob * SCO. „d oollootl,. .„ a . 4ta „ ... ^ 

1 “"““ *• *"“• "«— » > W U„ „d <lButal 

distribution or r.miu.r. m tm naoblntn..- 

'• »—> .P.O.U br Poilsb rrino Hinlstor. bloru, w tb. 


Second Congress of the PZFE on March 10, l^. 


ae appeoh deals largely vith progress 


(or lack of it) under the Six Year 

Wh, Unolasaified. 


Plan. Source i State, Warsaw Dlapatoh u<32h, 16 


March 


Orltlol.. or aurloultur. Ibolud.. tb. roU«l» s .„t„o„t. tt . p „ lod 

1*0-53 lbdu. trial product!*, lbor.„..d b, lie p.roont, tb. ..rl.uitum p„du,tlo. 
leer. used bp oolp 1C p.rcbt. «b. .„ w «.ob b.t.o.n tbc r w .. pro... tb. .ro.o.lr. 
lattlbb bohlbd or uBrl.ulturo, and U.o tb.t dl.or.p.,., botvo.n tb. d„. 1 op..ut or 


industry and agriculture has assumed 


e *erious oharaoter, breaking down tho further 


development of the national economy. Q* development of agricultural production not 
onl, ran ad to fulfill th. t..b. or tb. .1* I.„ bllt «, 1 „, four dl.pUp.d 
numerous faults and shortco ming s, w 

* (KaUOn ' 11 l8Val) Su “*^ « delivered by Premier Sivoky at the recent 

meeting of the Central Committee of the Czechoslovak Communist Party. Source, FBIS 
Daily, Eastern Europe, 15 February 1?5S, Unclassified. 

ms speech is primarily concerned with a review of the present situation and plans 
Tor future development of Czechoslovak agriculture. Problems regarding animal husband^ 


referred to as "serious, M and it io stated that previous solutions to thosa problems 


have bean unsatisfactory* Mechanization is proposed as n the easontial moans of 
eliminating the lagging of animal production* 11 Attention must bo given to fodder crop 
production. 

h. (National level) Speech by ^Vernier Sivoky at the Czechoslovak Communist Party 
Congress . Source i KBIS Daily, I&stttrn Europe, 1 5 June 195k, Unclassified. 

"Substantial 11 increases in agricultural production are called for. Short&gos of 
moat are admitted. The number of swine and sheep has inoroaoed, but b©ef and dairy 
cattle have decreased 11 ^ a result of the shrinkage of the sizo of herds kept in the 
border regions. u The output of milk has gone down. Other difficulties are mentioned. 

i. (Local lovel) 3ourooi CIA, 

Humanian publication, Steagul Roau , (Buoharest), 26 November 195k, criticizes & 
llvestook breeding station and state f)^; ; :i<hioh neglect proper care of livestock. 

j. (National level) Source i 

Polish publication, Trybuna Ludu '(Warsaw), 3 January 1955# notes that “reporta 
frou all woj evodztwoa provinces/ indicate that not all compulsory deliveries of lives to 
were coapletod by 1 January 1955 * u 


